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They are supplemented by some articles published in the 
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Most were featured in my ‘Looking Back’ column in the Cambridge News from 1996-2014 

The complete ‘Cambridgeshire Scrapbook’ of which this is a small section is published online at 

bit.ly/CambsCollection 

https://archive.org/search.php7querv-creator%3A%22Mike%20Petty%22 


I have digital and other copies of most of the stories summarised. 

I hope to publish these online one day. If you would like them in the meantime then please get in 

touch. 

The original volumes are housed in the Cambridgeshire Collection at Cambridge Central Library 
where there are many other indexes dating back to 1770. 

They also have detailed newspaper cuttings files on over 750 topics that have been compiled since the 

1960s. 

Newspapers sometimes get things wrong. I copy things out incorrectly. Do check 
There are a multitude of spelling and layout errors. Please forgive or correct them 
News never stops but this file was finished on 31 August 2016. 

1 will maintain supplements and corrections - contact me for anything you need 
Please make what use of these notes that you may. Kindly remember where they came from 
See my website - www.mikepetty.org.uk for further notes. 

Mike Petty, Stretham 
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Fen Drayton Scrapbook 

1900 06 16 

Fen Drayton road, p3 

1905 09 29 

Fen Drayton wall, p3 * 

1909 07 16 

Cricket matches were the chief attraction at Conington feast. The Tuesday match against Knapwell 
was sadly interfered with by a heavy downpour of rain during which the teams were entertained to tea 
at the White Swan. On Wednesday the opposition was Fen Drayton whose veteran, T. Johnson, is a 
bowler of the ‘googly’ order. Although the pitch was too wet and soft to suit him, he was practically 
unplayable. CWN 09 07 16 

1909 07 16 

The Plough, a lonely two-storied brick house on the road from Swavesey to Fen Drayton, is in course 
of demolition. Built in the earlier part of last century for a wayside public house it became a private 
dwelling about 20 years ago but of late has been tenantless. Between the ceiling of the downstairs 
room and the floor above a few copper coins, five or six clay pipes, two ancient thimbles, a reel of 
white cotton and the skeleton of a rat have been found. CWN 09 07 16 

1909 07 16 

Fen Drayton vicarage robbed - CWN 09 07 16 

1909 11 19 

On Friday night a man who has recently taken up his abode in Fen Drayton missed the bridge across 
the brook opposite the blacksmith’s shop and walked into the water. The night was very dark and 
there are no Street lamps. The brook, which runs the whole length of the main Street, is unprotected 
and the banks are steep. Four years ago a man lost his life in consequence of a similar fall and last 
December an aged inhabitant also came to grief in the darkness. One or two generous inhabitants have 
offered to present lamps but the cost of up-keep proved an obstacle. CWN 09 11 19 

1910 

1910 07 01 

Licences for: Bassingbourn Beerhouse in the fen, Meldreth Green Man, Fulbourn Coach & Horses, 
Chesterton White Horse, Cottenham Boot, Fen Drayton Horse & Gate, Longstanton Red Cow, Milton 
Three Tuns, Shelford King William IV, Shudy Camps Chequers, Linton George & Dragon. 
Cambridge Star & Garter Petty Cury, CardinaPs Cap, Crown & Anchor, Borough Boys, Ship, Merry 
Boys, Prince Albert, Oxford - all refused. Melbourn White Lion & Swavesey Little Rose renewed 10 
07 01 & a 

1910 12 23 

The floods in Huntingdonshire are the worst for thirty years. The main road between Offord and 
Buckden was impassable and the Great North Road near Alconbury covered with two feet of water, 
entirely stopping motor car traffic. At St Ives water overflowed into the streets and backed up through 
the drains. The stabling at the White Horse Hotel yard was submerged and a motor car placed in a 
lock-up shed was found in a foot of water. The 38 houses on Victoria Terrace and along the London 
Road were cut off. while the railway at Fen Drayton level Crossing was inundated, trains having to 
proceed at a very cautions pace. 10 12 23c 
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1911 06 23 

Fen Drayton has been in a mild state of ferment over who was to be asked in church on Sunday. From 
the gooseberry garden to every house the matter was eagerly talked over. Various couples were fixed 
upon but nothing could be discovered. At the parsonage the clergyman waited in patience for the 
bridegroom-elect to make a formal request for banns. But he waited in vain. The parish constable was 
disturbed three times whilst arraying himself in Sabbath raiment by knocks at his door enquiring as to 
the identity of the happy couple. A larger congregation than usual attended. But no banns were put up. 
It had just been a ploy to give the village a fresh subject to talk about. 11 06 23d 

1912 08 30 

Many men who have been thrown out of work at Fen Drayton owing to the floods have found time 
hanging heavily. About a dozen of them were seen amusing themselves by playing a game of marbles 
on a dry spot at the side of the main Street. Many families are obliged to live in upstairs rooms. One 
cottager, the lower part of whose property is under water and who had to live upstairs in rooms 
without a fireplace, got over the difficulty of cooking by using a ladder as a bridge to the kitchen 
st ove, where the fire burned brightly. On Wednesday daily newspapers were delivered by means of a 
raft. 12 08 30m 

1912 09 13 

Fen Drayton floods, sheaves washed away; also child falis in brook - 12 09 13n 

1913 05 02 

Pamplin's sue Fen Drayton farmer for ploughing or threshing 

1913 09 12 

Fen Drayton post box 

1913 09 26 

Fen Drayton church steeple, which was in bad condition, is being repaired. Always known as a small 
feast, this year there was not even a lollipop stall or a coconut shy, no dancing at the Three Tuns and a 
cricket match feli through, only five men putting in an appearance. At the end of a day’s work a man 
left his scythe at the side of a field, covered with barley he had been cutting. For a few days there was 
no reaping on account of the rain and when he at last went for his scythe he found chits of barley an 
inch long sprouting from one of the ‘kegs’ round which he had wrapped a handkerchief. 13 09 26 p 12 

1913 10 17 

Fen Drayton honey * 

1914 05 22 

Sir - our village pump, the main water supply for Fen Drayton, has been out of order for two months. 
In order to get water a pailful carried from home or taken from the polluted brook close by, as to be 
poured down. We do not know who is responsible for the pump but we hope that if attention is called 
in the ‘News’ the Council concerned will have the defect remedied without delay - Correspondent. 

14 05 22i 

1914 07 24 

Field Day.—The Voluntary Aid Detachments from Over, Willingham, Cottenham, Swavesey and Fen 
Drayton held a field day at Swavesey on Saturday last. The school was turned into a field hospital and 
a goods shed at the station into an entraining depot. Field kitchens were erected on the Green, and 
nurses in uniform were busily engaged in relieving the wounded. As the cases were operated and 
dressed, the field ambulance wagon removed them to the entraining station. - 1914 07 24 

1914 08 28 

Patriotic Cambridge has fumished a squadron of Yeomanry and 129 recruits for Lord Kitchener’s 
Second Army. Many firms are making provision for wives and families left behind, supplementing 
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the men’s army wages. The University Press has sent 61 men, the Gas Company 35, Eaden Lilley 18 
and William Saint the builder 17. (The paper lists the names of the men). Several men have left 
Sawston and at Reach Jack Ridgell offered his Services but was not accepted, he being just over the 
age lime of 42 years. But at Linton men were asked not to join up until the harvest has been gathered 
in. also Fulbourn, Histon, Fen Drayton, 

1914 09 18 

Village enlistment - Newton, Quy, Ickleton, Gransden, Boxworth, Fen Drayton, Elsworth, Abington, 
Willingham, Linton, Histon, Conington 

1914 11 06 

Belgians - Littleport, Burwell, Chatteris, Duxford, Comberton, Sawston, Elsworth, Fen Drayton, 
Swavesey, Fordham, West Wickham, Wicken, Gamlingay, Willingham, Madingley, Isleham, 
Landbeach, Linton, Lode, Oakington, 

1916 08 16CIP 

New Vicar. - The patrons (Christ's College, Cambridge) have offered the living of Fen Drayton, 
vacated by the appointment of the Rev. E. Young to the combined livings of Toft and Caldecote, to 
the Rev. A. S. Senior, formerly curate at Great Driffield, Yorks. who has accepted the appointment 
County licensing - Tailor’s Arms Comberton, Garden Gate at Histon, Horseshoe Fen Drayton, Swan 
with Two Necks Swavesey, Harvest Home Oakington referred - 18 03 06b, c 

1918 07 24 

Licensing meeting; Star Brewery’s Racehorse renewed, Earl of Durham on Newmarket Road; Johnny 
Gilpin, Gold Street; Horseshoe, Fen Drayton; Swan with two necks, Swavesey; Garden Gate, Histon 
closed; Harvest Home, Oakington renewed - 18 07 24a 

1920 

Fen Drayton smallholdings, p3 
1927 05 11 

Fen Drayton meeting, p6 

1929 04 22 

Fen Drayton’s tithes 

1929 09 02 

Fen Drayton church spire struck by lightning; stones were cut out and one of the buttresses torn away 
sending masonry crashing down on to a grave in the churchyard. More debris feli in Church Street or 
was hurled into Mr E.J. Warboy’s premises on the opposite side of the road. Thomas Johnson had a 
lucky escape; he had been giving a little girl a ride on his bicycle and had alighted at his father’s 
house. They managed to get inside as the stones rained down. - CDN 2.9.1929 

1930 

1930 04 30 

Fen Drayton Parochial Church Council launched an attack on Chrisfs College; they were collecting 
the whole of the tithes but for the last three years had only provided a ‘half-time’ parson. The Rev 
Abbott is also rector of Conington-cum-Knapwell so the tithe payers should pay half the tithes. It has 
been absolutely dishonest to take the whole of the tithes and then clip down on the Services. 30 04 30d 
& e 

1930 07 11 

Proposals for the uniting of the benefices of Fen Drayton with Conington and Elsworth with Knapwell 
due to a shortage of clergy were discussed. But Chrisfs College was the patrons at Fen Drayton and 
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could dismiss the parson at will; this had been done in when the clergyman was given six months’ 
notice. Clergymen weren’t satisfied with £300 a year but a lot of other people had to live and work on 
less than that for doing six days’ work a week. 30 07 11 

1930 11 25 

Mystery attaches to two outbreaks of fire which occurred shortly after midnight within three-quarters 
of a mile of one another. The first was at Mr Scambler’s farm, Fen Drayton and caused considerable 
damage to stacks, barns and outhouses. Wind carried sparks all over the village and three cottages 
were cleared. Then another fire was spotted in four haystacks at Boxworth-End, Swavesey but as they 
were well-alight and there were no buildings nearby the brigade kept their efforts concentrated on the 
other fire. 30 11 25b 

1932 03 15 

A tali chimney standing in the midst of a smouldering ruin is all that remains of a large thatched farm 
house and dairy in Fligh Street Fen Drayton. About midnight neighbours who smelt burning alerted 
the occupants and the elderly gentleman carried his invalid wife downstairs, clad only in her 
nightclothes. Fortunately the pond was directly opposite allowing firemen to work three hoses on 
adjoining houses and large wooden barns with thatched roofs which were in grave danger. The house, 
about 300 years old, was damaged beyond all hopes of repair. 32 03 15 

1932 12 02 

Uncle David, Band of Hope, at Swaffham Bulbeck, Fen Drayton & Wimblington, p3 

1933 12 04 

The Medical Officer reported on the housing conditions of Swavesey district. At Folworth there were 
four cottages belonging to Clare College which needed repair, together with six in School Fane and 
four others known as Grape Vine Cottages which needed demolishing. In Conington two cottages, 
one known as Kate’s Cabin were to be amalgamated and Rectory Cottage was also to be improved. At 
Fen Drayton three cottages opposite the school had been condemned as had two at the Green Man and 
two in Wallman’s Lane, Swavesey. One cottage at Station Road, Over, would not last another five 
years. 33 12 04 

1934 02 16 

Proposals for the union of the benefices of Fen Drayton with Conington have been approved, despite 
objections from almost the entire population. Fen Drayton wished to retain Services in their own 
church which had been in use for the last 800 years church. They’d had had a resident curate for 40 
years but now it would stand empty for 26 Sunday mornings and 26 Sunday evenings. The aged and 
sick could not walk to Conington and will be deprived of spiritual aid. There were no objections to the 
union of Elsworth and Knapwell. 34 02 16 

1935 07 02 

An auction of John Evison’s land at Fen Drayton was told that most lots had been sold privately to the 
Fand Settlement Association. The auctioneer was sorry to disappoint people but the application was 
from a semi-public body concerned with settling families on the land from the depressed areas and 
deserved special consideration. The remaining lot comprised 56 acres of gravel-bearing land but it 
failed to reach the reserve price. 35 07 02 

1935 08 22 

A petrol station, cafe and several houses on the Cambridge Road at Foxton were menaced by a fire 
which started in the grass behind Capt. Martin’s garage. The wind threatened to blow the flames on to 
the cafe premises and petrol pumps but good work by the brigade got it under control. It was the 
second outbreak at the same place except that the first was away from the buildings and the brigade 
was not sent in case of more serious calls and owing to the lack of water. Stacks were also destroyed 
at Fen Drayton when the flames travelling ‘faster than a horse can gallop’ spread a mile across 
country. 35 08 22 
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1935 12 18 

A short time ago the Land Settlement Association purchased property at Fen Drayton and the work of 
settling 40 Durham unemployed miners on the land has commenced. At present the first ten are 
occupying Drayton House and 20 of the 40 cottages are in course of erection. None of the miners have 
had regular work since the strike of 1926 and some have had no employment at all for fi ve or six 
years. The men were in rather poor condition and it would take some time for them to become capable 
of doing a hard day’s work on the soil. There is no unemployment in Fen Drayton. The village shows 
a good spirit and demonstrates not only interest but neighbourliness as well 35 12 18d 

1936 07 14 

Vicar of Babraham, formerly Fen Drayton, unfrocked - 36 07 14 

1937 03 10 

Sir, the new agricultural land settlement by the Fluntingdon Road at Fen Drayton daily becomes less 
picturesque. It would have been more cheerful for the people who have been transplanted to the area 
if the cottages had been built in a Central position around a village green together with a clubhouse 
and other amenities. The whole layout, although well-intentioned, smacks of the robot mind of the 
self-appointed planner of other peoples’ lives and there is little wonder that one hears rumours that 
some of the settlers pine to be back in their old haunts - Rusticus 37 03 10 

1937 04 22 

Fen Drayton Land Settlement Association bus Service - Barker’s buses - 37 04 22 

1940 

1940 04 17 

The Village Pump. A Ratepayer writes: The only public pump in the village (Fen Drayton) on 
which many inhabitants rely for water, has been out of order for the past three months, 
notwithstanding the fact that the attention of local representatives of the local authority responsible 
has been called to the matter, nothing has been done. 40 04 17 

1944 06 30 

Boy Burned on Pylon.—An 11-year-old boy climbedl an electricity power pylon and was killed, it 
was stated at a Fen Drayton inquest on Friday afternoon. The fatality occurred at the junction of 
Gootes Lane and Mill Road on Wednesday evening. A schoolboy, aged 11, told how he, with two 
others, including the deceased, went bird's nesting. Witness, said he happened to look up and saw 
deceased a little way up the electricity Standard. "I shouted to him to come down, but he would not.” 
Deceased climbed up among the insulators near the top of the pylon, and hung over a girder that ran 
across the two pylons between insulators and among the wires. He saw the boy fall back and hang by 
his arms, with smoke coming from him, A lorry driver said he heard a crackling noise and saw the 
boy among the terminals about 30ft. from the ground. He was hanging limply with his left arm over a 
terminal and his right leg over a girder a little lower down. The boy feli from the pylon with his 
clothing all alight. He was badly burned and dead. It was stated that the high tension cable at that 
point carried 11,000 volts. The Coroner returned a verdict that the cause of death was shock by 
electrocution, through the boy climbing the pylon 44 06 30 

1947 07 31 

At the meeting of the Chesterton Rural Di striet Council it was reported that a further three parishes 
(Coton, Fen Drayton and Lolworth) had been supplied with water mains. It was anticipated that the 
work involving the supply to Barton, Comberton, Toft, Haslingfield and Harlton would be put in hand 
during the coming year. Several parishes, notably Croxton, Eltisley, Graveley, Hardwick and Dry 
Drayton were extremely short of water for domestic and stock purposes and trouble was anticipated in 
the summer months. The position could not be improved until a new high level water tower was 
erected thereby affording sufficient pressure to enable a mains supply to be taken to these villages. 
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1947 10 23 

Fen Drayton's 97-years-old oldest inhabitant and two Darby-and Joan old-age pensioners were among 
the 98 victims of last Spring's flooding in the village who found themselves the possessors of several 
months' extra rations of butter and lard, as well as tins of sausage meat and dried milk. The food was 
the gift of the Mombasa Thank Offering to Britain Fund, whose local daily paper "The Mombasa 
Times" is edited by a former member of the "Cambridge Daily News" staff, Mr Ronald Roper. 

Similar distributions have been made at Willingham, Swavesey, Over and other places in the affected 
area 

1948 03 15 

Cambridgeshire Cottage Improvement Society have urged the Ministry of Health to give grants 
towards reconditioning buildings of outstanding beauty and historical interest. The Old Manor House 
at Fen Drayton was a building of this kind and reconditioning would enable three cottages to be made 
from two, one of the present cottages being much larger than was required. Water mains have recently 
been laid in the village and the property has been connected to the supply so that when reconditioning 
is possible modern conveniences will be practicable. A piped water supply will also shortly be 
available in Kingston, where the Society has two cottages, and later in Toft, though the main may be 
se distance from its property 

1950 

1950 10 30 

Abington W.I. will propose at the annual council meeting that in the interest of cleaner and healthier 
food the Government should consider the removal of purchase tax from refrigerators. Landbeach will 
ask for the imposition of a 30 mph speed limit on all built-up areas, while Bourn calls on the County 
Council to pay more attention to the condition of subsidiary roads. Fen Drayton W.I. want all country 
telephone kiosks to be connected direct to the exchange and not through the local post office in their 
own village 

1957 03 13 

Cambridgeshire Cottage Improvement Society is planning to recondition and restore the Old Manor 
House at Fen Drayton, the most remarkable property it owns. They hope to turn it into three homes 
with amenities. The beautiful old house was bought cheaply in 1938 to save it from destruction and 
the good work must be completed. They will also purchase three cottages at Willingham made out of 
a fine old thatched house dating back to the time of Charles I with wonderful chimney stacks and 
thick red brick walls. 57 03 13a 

1958 03 19 

Cambridgeshire Cottage Improvement Society has its properties thatched, rather than tiled, whenever 
possible. But they have to face the fact that there is a shortage of straw - and of thatchers - in certain 
parts of the county. The problem of decaying houses is constant: they are embarrassed by people 
wishing to sell picturesque old properties to them. Now they are raising money to improve the Old 
Manor Farm at Fen Drayton to provide economic dwellings for three families. 58 03 19 

1958 07 28 

Cottage Improvement Society Fen Drayton scheme - 58 07 28 

1959 07 22 

The Cambridgeshire Cottage Improvement Society’s Old Manor Farm cottages at Fen Drayton were 
officially opened. The Society acquired it in 1938 for £150 when it was almost a ruin and it has taken 
all those years because of the expense and problems of the work. When bought it seemed ‘twice as 
dear’ as it was worth so it was good to see the courage of the people who saw it, and made it into the 
fine house it is today, justified. 59 07 22 
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1960s The Cambridgeshire Collectiori has newspaper cuttings frorn this date 
1960 

1960 08 11 

A Tudor house at Fen Drayton is believed to have been built as a farmhouse in the late 15th century 
using oak that may have come from a previous structure. Now it is being extended with wood taken 
from the old Angel Court of Trinity College which matches the rest of the house perfectly. In spite of 
some very ancient-looking woodworm it is iron-hard and perfectly sound with carpenters having to 
sharpen their saws two or three times a day. 60 08 11 

1960 11 04 

Throughout the year the CIP carried a series of feature articles relating to Cambridgeshire villages. 
They included Fen Drayton - 60 11 04 CIP 

1962 09 26 

The new register of buildings of ‘special architectural or historic interest’ features houses, pubs and 
even mile stones. The Ministry thinks most of the parish churches are worth maintaining as are some 
village halls and windmills. The list includes a dovecote in Church Street. Comberton, The Three 
Tuns pub at Fen Drayton - once the Old Guildhall, Chiver’s windmill at Impington, the obelisk at St 
Margarefs Mount, Harston and a statue in the grounds of Fulbourn Manor 62 09 26a 

1963 03 09 

Cuts in the education budget means that the primary school buildings programme has been badly hit; 
the Ministry has agreed to only one new school at Coton, replacing a two-classroom village school. 
Proposals for schools at Comberton and Fen Drayton have been rejected. 63 03 09 

1963 08 10 

Fen Drayton residents are concemed about pians to dig for gravel on 300 acres of land north of the 
village. Dust thrown up by lorries thundering through the streets would discolour washing hanging on 
lines, they fear. But the firm say gravel is badly needed by London firms and was in very short 
supply. They would construet a special railway line from the pits to the main railway track, would fili 
in the pits after they’d been worked out and even piant trees around them. 63 08 lOb 

1963 08 15 

Fen Drayton gravel pit used by angling society is in danger of drying out - 63 08 15 

1963 12 20 

St Ives Sand and Gravel Company started in 1937 and is now one of the leading producers of 
aggregates in the country. It works at about 18 pits including Earith, Fen Drayton, Wimblington, 
Chippenham and Mepal, in the river terrace gravels of the Ouse Valley. One pit at Meadow Lane St 
Ives was a football field two years ago and has now been dug out to a depth of about 20 feet and left 
flooded. Filling in is a problem for this must be done with clean material which must not pollute the 
water supply. On the other side of the road enormous shovels have created cliff-like sides streaked in 
brilliant orange and chrome. 63 12 20a 

1964 02 17 

Fen Drayton Methodist church organist is 83-year old Mrs E.A. Close - 64 02 17a 
1964 10 01 

Fen Drayton had to be evacuated following a nuclear explosion near Wisbech. There was no damage 
from the blast but because of radiation fall-out more than 200 people were moved to Civil Defence 
Headquarters at Gt Shelford. The last person to leave each house put a white towel in the window to 
indicate the house had been cleared. Police patrolled the village to prevent looting. But shopkeepers 


Please make what use ofthis you may. Kindly remember where they came from - www.mikepetty.org.uk 



Fen Drayton Scrapbook 1897 to 1990 by Mike Petty 


were worried about the loss of trade and some farmers were too busy to go. It was only an exercise to 
test pians in case of the real thing. 64 10 01 a, 05a 

1964 10 05 

Following the explosion of a nuclear bomb Cambridgeshire Civil Defence workers quickly evacuated 
men, women and children threatened by radiation from Fen Drayton. And then the ‘accident’ 
happened. A car with six occupants crashed into a ditch as part of a dummy accident to supplement 
their exercise. An ambulance was immediately despatched but it was involved in a real crash with a 
bus. As a resuit the ‘victims’ in their theatrical make-up had to wait for 40 minutes. Even then they 
could not be moved as the first-aid team failed to arrive. 64 10 05a 

1970 

1973 09 08 

A Fen Drayton grower who has dumped 12,000 lbs of tomatoes because it was not worth his while 
selling them, is appealing to colleagues to unite and agree on a minimum price for the fruit. Mr Eric 
Jarnet owns six acres of land two of which are covered by greenhouses. Last week he dumped the 
crop because the market price had dropped to between 30p and 35p a 121b chip. He said he would be 
left with 8p for a chip of average grade after covering marketing and transportation costs. Out of this 
he has to cover staff wages and the running and maintenance of his property 73 09 08 

1976 09 03 

A 45-acre site between Fen Drayton and Swavesey may be turned into a marina and water sports 
centre when its working life as a gravel pit is exhausted in three years’ time. The proposal is being put 
forward by the Amey Roadstone Coiporation which operates extensive sand and gravel extraction pits 
in and around St Ives. A plan for a marina for 75 boats on part of the site is being considered with a 
suggestion there should also be a water sports area which will cater for water skiing, skin diving, 
water activities for children and picnicking. The workings have been operated for more than 20 years 
and now the company have to produce pians for reconstituting the site. 

1976 09 29 

Pure, ciear water is what everyone who uses Fen Drayton village hall should be getting from now in. 
But for almost 40 years they have been drinking unsafe water - and no-one even guessed or showed 
the slightest sign of poisoning. Villagers found that their water came from the nearby Land Settlement 
Association reservoir, where it is used mainly for watering crops. A Cambridge Water Company 
inspector discovered it wasn’t fit to drink. It only came to light when the estate turned off supplies at 
night to conserve water during the drought, and the village hall taps ran dry. 

1977 02 24 

A train derailment has put a freight line from Cambridge to St Ives out of action. An engine pulling 
nine wagons left the rails at Fen Drayton. The train driver and guard escaped unhurt as the engine 
ground to a halt - leaning over only feet from a flooded field. One theory is that the recent flooding 
had loosened ballast under the rails, causing them to slip sideways. The line is used mainly to 
transport sand and gravel from the Amey Roadstone Corporation works to London and will disrupt 
shipments of thousands of tons of sand and gravel 

1978 03 17 

The Three Tuns at Fen Drayton won’t look quite the same once Bert Culmer has gone. Not only will 
regulars miss his familiar face behind the bar, they will also have a job to recognise the interior of the 
pub, stripped of the collector’s pieces he has covered the walls with during the past 27 years. Hardly 
an inch in the bars was left uncovered by brasses, guns, swords, wooden carvings, lamps and pictures. 
Some of the brasses, which took nearly five hours a week to clean, will go with him, but most of the 
collection will be auctioned. Scruffy his talking parrot, who has been with him for 12 years now, was 
for once lost for words. 
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1979 04 02 

There isn’t much left of Swavesey station. The station house and offices are ali gone, leaving just a 
few broken seats and a creeper-covered shelter to accommodate the traveller. The railway line which 
goes through to St Ives was shut to passengers on 3rd October 1970. Now the only trains to use it 
carry freight and aggregates from Fen Drayton, and oranges to Chivers’ factory at Histon. But on 
Saturday a ‘special’ was chartered from British Rail by the Cambridge Rail Aetion Group which 
wants to see passenger Services restored. Every single ticket was sold within five days and nobody 
complained when the train was a little late arriving and Swavesey Brownies were busy brewing up 
coffee for any day-trippers 

1980 

1980 03 24 

Rail transport enthusiasts who want the Cambridge to St Ives branch line re-opened have hired a 10- 
coach Inter-City train. It will set off from Swavesey station and call at Longstanton, Oakington and 
Histon before running non-stop to Liverpool Street. The branch line closed to passengers in October 
1970 but the track has been kept open by block freight trains carrying Spanish oranges and pulp to 
Cadburys at Histon and bringing out sand from Amey Roadstone. But the track has recently been 
lifted beyond Fen Drayton and the station site at St Ives has been obliterated by the new by-pass. 80 
03 24 

1981 01 06 

Primary schools at Pymoor and Witcham may close next July; the Pymoor children will go to Lt 
Downham and the 35 pupils from Witcham will attend Mepal school. But Fen Drayton school may be 
given a temporary reprieve while councillors consider educational provision in the Fenstanton and 
Hilton area. 81 01 06a 

1981 09 25 

A deepening cash crisis is hitting glasshouse men. Unless there is a dramatic improvement in prices 
for lettuce and tomatoes more than half of the growers on the Fand Settlement estate at Fen Drayton 
will go out of business. At one time the estate was successful and people worked hard to build up a 
successful livelihood, but poor management and cheap imports have hit trade. They get little more 
than one penny for lettuces that sell for around 14p, but each costs about two pence to grow. 81 09 25 

1982 02 15 

Fand Settlement Estates at Fen Drayton and Abington are under threat. Fen Drayton recently lost 10 
of its 50 tenants who were forced to close because of bad debts or because they decided to move 
away. Abington is slightly more secure: its horticultural output is worth £600,000 a year. The FSA 
was established in the 1930s at a period of depression to provide jobs for unemployed people. Two 
sons of the original tenants survive at Abington. 82 02 15 

The troubled, state-owned Fand Settlement Association, set up 50 years ago to provide rural 
smallholdings for out-of-work miners and other industrial workers is to be axed from next April. The 
estates at Chawston near St Neots, Potton, Fen Drayton and Abington will go out of business. The 
office staff will be made redundant and tenant growers will have to fend for themselves. 82 12 22 & a 

1986 03 25 

Gale force winds continued to wreak havoc last night. At Wandlebury 75 trees were felled and 
frightened staff fled a Milton Science Park building as the winds ripped part of the roof off. At 
Fittleport a caravan was smashed to pieces while others were blown over at the CT Caravans factory 
Newmarket. The wind also destroyed a large greenhouse in Fen Drayton and people living in Bures 
Court Haverhill had to be rehoused when a large crack appeared in the gable wall 86 03 25 

1986 09 25 
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More than half of the growers at the Fen Drayton Land Settlement will go out of business next year 
unless there is a dramatic improvement in the prices of lettuces and tomatoes. While lettuces sell for 
14p each in the shops, the grower gets just lp while his costs amount to 2p. At Abington the position 
is less acute with working wives helping their husbands in the hope of improvement. Much of the 
trouble stems from poor management with the LSA responsible for marketing, distribution and 
transport costs. 86 09 25 

1989 10 04 

Jim Paice, MP, has launched a bid to reopen the Cambridge to St Ives branch railway and extend it to 
link with the East Coast main line at Huntingdon. He says it could reduce traffic on the heavily- 
congested A604. Enthusiasts packed British Rail ‘specials’ up and down the 14-mile line which is 
normally used by just one freight train a day carrying mineral workings from Fen Drayton; it is also 
used occasionally by Chivers jam company. 89 10 04b 
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